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of bulky hay. Young animals do not suffer as much as older ones. Heaves may be an aftermath of pneumonia, bronchitis, influenza, or asthma. Over-exertion and overfeeding of roughages, especially dusty hay, are considered to be predisposing causes, but any long-continued irritation of the lungs may end in an attack of heaves.
Symptoms
This disease is seldom recognized until the horse shows well-defined symptoms. The first intimation is the appearance of a jerky cough which is often increased by exercise. The disease develops slowly but after a time the animal may be observed to exhale air with difficulty, requiring two separate movements of the flanks to accomplish the act. This symptom would be increased in severity by over-loading the stomach and intestines. The cough and difficult breathing are further increased by dust, either at work or when musty or dusty hay is thrown about the barn floor near the horses. Since the lungs are not functioning properly, the heart becomes affected and the circulation of blood slows down to such an extent that dropsical swellings may develop on the chest or belly and the hind legs may also be increased in size.
When the horse is exercised, the cough and wheezing is increased. It is common practice to disguise these symptoms with drugs and also by emptying the intestines. This trick could be easily detected by giving the animal a full feed of hay and grain, followed by exercise. The use of belladonna as a drug would be evidenced by the dilation of the pupil in the eyes.
Treatment
Relief may be given, but there is no permanent cure for heaves. The animal may live for many years and be able to do a moderate amount of light work, if some attention is paid to its diet. Small quantities of hay should be fed morning and evening and the horse worked lightly, espe-